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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the history of the production of “Space of Thailand” in the
Development Era by state roles in the production of physical space, social space and mental space

including other groups role that relate the 3 spaces in 1960’s

The status of 1960’s history as recent history is not so interested after Thak
Chaloemtiarana’s Thailand : The Politics of Despotic Paternalism although it is the very
important period that changes Thai environment, social relations, social values and ideology. This
thesis historically analyzes in the frame of “Space of Thailand” to unfold the complicate social
relation under Thai strong state condition with the state authority as had never been before, even
Siam Revolution in 1932. Thai state constructed and produced the meaning of “Space of
Thailand” through 3 spaces. This study shows the internal force of change which causes of the
state power and social production to becomes a part of “Space of Thailand” that made the body of

Thailand appears obviously. In 1960’s the state made “We” of Thai people successfully in the



same way by melting through the 2 ideas. One is new age so called Development Era that focuses
on developing material world. The other is old age that recover the conservative utopia. These
resulted by “mental space”. “Physical space” is the evidence of the state success that changed the
environment and landscape of “Space of Thailand” and made it approachable. “Social space”
linked the parts of Thai social to be the whole nation. But it also based on the hierarchical
structure. This space made Thai people “see each other” and knew their own position. Thus
“Space of Thailand” in the Development Era in 1960’s is the success production of state space
that braces the military junta for long time more than a decade until the color of the sky has

changed.



