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ABSTRACT

Terrorism has been a controversial global issue for a decade. The influx of the
mainstream media presentations has extremely shaped global perception toward
terrorism. From daily news reports, political propaganda, and movies, the image and
meaning of terrorism has been reshaped and made clearer in emphasizing fatal mass
destruction. It should be noted that the presentation and meaning of terrorism has
changed tremendously over time. Terrorism is not a self-evident truth or naturally
there, but it is constructed and reshaped for particular proposes. To gain an insight
into the issue, it is crucial to investigate the term “terrorism” in the field of discourse
analysis. This study purposes to investigate the discourse of terrorism in the non-
fiction; Underground, written by Haruki Murakami. The book presents the collected
stories about the 1995 nerve gas attack in the Tokyo metropolitan subway and its
aftereffects on the Japanese psyche. The findings suggest that term “terrorism” is not
self-evident but is rather constructed. Through the lens of discourse analysis,
terrorism in Underground is found to be constructed through illustration and

presentation: literary techniques, choices of presentation, narrative, point of view,



tone, and binary opposition. The meaning of terrorism found in Underground
perpetuates the legitimated ideology of terrorism that the terrorists are “other,”

“criminal,” and “abnormal.”
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