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ABSTRACT

During 1957-1974, an era of great transformation in Thailand, the lives of lower class
Chinese or Chinese commoners were severely hit by changing socio-economic and cultural
conditions. The unstable and life-threatening situations forced some of them to rebel against Thai
state and society by using violence in “the Plabplachai incident.”

Many scholars have tried to explain the Plabplachai incident from multiple points. However,
their explanations have been unable to fully clarify the incident, because they have not focused on
Chinese commoners, who played significant roles.

During the 1960s and 1970s, without necessary resources such as power and capital,
Chinese commoners in Bangkok had to face great cultural, politic, and economic changes.
Meanwhile, they also encountered complex problems arising from community, family,
government agent, and Thai nationalism. These tough problems were intensified by a lack of
stability in the political and economic situations in the second half of 1970s. The Chinese -
especially the second generation from poor families or “Lookjins jon”- were seriously hit.
As power and social relations between “Lookjins jon” and others had not been changed in the
way that benefited them, they revolted against Thai state and society in several forms.

Nevertheless, their lives were still unchanged in a positive way; in contrast, their situation



worsened. In the end, the explosion of their accumulated stress led to the violence in July 1974

known as “the Plabplachai incident.”



