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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to examine how Japanese nationalism is
represented in the script and selected scenes from the film Letters from Iwo Jima
(2006). The study analyzes the feelings and behavior of Japanese people toward their
country while Japan was engaged in World War II, based on Anthony D. Smith’s

theory of four characteristics of nationalism.

The four characteristics of nationalism are 1) Nationalism is defined through a
language and symbolism of the nation. 2) Nationalism can create social and political
movement on behalf of the nation. 3) Nationalism involves the principle and ideology
of the nation; and 4) Nationalism is an ideology that places the nation at the center of

awareness and seeks to promote its well-being.

It is found from the study that the film Letters from Iwo Jima (2006) shows
Japanese nationalism based on Smith: the four characteristics of nationalism. This

film presents the sacrifice and loyalty of Japanese people toward their country and



their Emperor by employing national symbols and sacrifice action which are the
Japanese language, the Japanese national flag, and Kamikaze action. Besides, the film
presents love and faith of Japanese people in every character including senior citizen,
women and children. Although these people cannot physically protect their country,
they send their mental support to the soldiers by saying Banzai (Long Life the

Emperor or Hurrah), waving a flag or singing a native song.

However, the research found that this film also portrays conflict and resistance
to nationalist ideas in 2 main characters: Kuribayashi and Saigo. Though this point is

subtlety shown in the film, it may be worthwhile for further studies.
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