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ABSTRACT

On the international level, there have been numerous efforts to study and
document the world’s languages, which are the cultural heritage of mankind. This
research was initiated to explore the sounds within the Sgaw Karen dialect of Baan Pa
Kluay Village, Mae Wang District, Chiang Mai, Thailand. In fact, there was a prior
attempt to describe the sounds of Sgaw Karen in Chiang Mai such as Ratanakul et
al.’s phonological description of the dialect of Baan Huay Bong Village, Mae Jam
District, Chiang Mai in their dictionary in 1986. However, the present research is the
first to study the sounds of Sgaw Karen in Chiang Mai based on the acoustic phonetic
approach. The following are the findings from this research. The words were found
to be between one to three syllables. Each syllable consisted of an optional onset, a

nucleus, a tone and no coda. The onset consisted of one to three consonantal or



vocalic transitions. The nucleus consisted of a vowel. The tone consisted of a
contour tone and an optional glottal stop. Ten vowel types were found. They were [1,
e, &, 1 9, a, #, 1, 9, o, u], which varied in terms of height, backness and rounding
features. As many as twenty one phonetic consonants were found, [p, p* b, v, m, t, t",
d s znlrccn k K x vy p], varying in terms of manner, nasality, laterality,
place, phonation and aspiration. Four tone categories were found. They were: 1)
High-level, mid-rising or high-rising: [®11, M4, 1], 2) Mid-level or mid-level with a
falling tail: [14, 4, ], 3) Low-level, low-falling or mid-falling: [(®4d, @11, ®J, D] and
4) Low-falling-rising or low-rising: [J, 4, J,4]. The vowel lengths vary in four
phonetic length levels [&, a, a", a:]. Tone and vowel duration were much related. For

example, [a] was usually found with either the high or the low tone categories,
[a] was usually found with the mid tone category, and [a-] and [a:] usually

occurred with the low tone category. In conclusion, this phonetic study has

successfully described the sounds within the Sgaw Karen dialect of Baan Pa Kluay, in

contributing to the documentation of this little-known language of Thailand.
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