iv

Independent Study Title The Use of Incidental Vocabulary Learning to

Increase the Academic Reading Ability of

College Students
Author Ms. Atinut Inthajak
Degree Master of Arts (English)
Independent Study Advisor Assoc. Prof. Suphanee Jancamai
ABSTRACT

This study was the quantitative research titled “The Use of Incidental
Vocabulary Learning to Increase the Academic Reading Ability of College Students.”
The purpose was to investigate whether and why Incidental Vocabulary Learning
would increase the academic reading ability of the college students, and to find out
the attitudes of the students on the Incidental Vocabulary Learning environment. The
target group was a class of thirty college students from Chiang Mai University
enrolling in the course of reading for academic purpose at Ace! The Academy for
EducationUSA. The instruction instruments are (1) the lesson plans based on
Involvement Load Hypothesis and Incidental Vocabulary Learning and (2) the
instruction materials based on Involvement Load Hypothesis and Incidental
Vocabulary Learning which focuses on study skills in reading academic English. The
instruction will take 20 hours according to the administrative requirement of the
school; each learning session being 20 hours for a course. The class met two times a
week. The data collecting instruments were the pre-test and post-test. In addition, the
questionnaires were used to study their attitude toward the Incidental Vocabulary
Learning, and the mean and standard deviation were used for the data analysis. The
result showed the difference in percentage between pretest and posttest. The

percentage of the pretest i1s 61.83 while that of the posttest is 74.76.



In conclusion, Incidental Vocabulary Learning increases the academic
reading ability. Moreover, the students have positive attitudes toward Incidental

Vocabulary Learning environment.
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