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ABSTRACT 

  
  
 The purpose of the research titled “The Substantive Equality of the 
Conjugal Right to Choose a Family Name  According to the Personal Names Act (No. 
3) B.E. 2548” is to study the principle and legal concept of family name throughout 
Thai history with the methods of Feminist Jurisprudence. The research is also an 
attempt to study the factors influential to the conjugal right to choose family name and 
the opinions of the sampling groups on choosing their family name. 
 The researcher collected data from documentary research and the in-depth 
interview of experts, as well as the sampling groups in Chiang Mai's Amphur Muang. 
All research was analyzed with the theory of feminist jurisprudence and the results 
are:  
 

 1. Article 12 of the Personal Names Act (No. 3) B.E. 2548, is based on the 
concept of formal equality of liberal feminist jurisprudence that emphasizes equal 
treatment for all. Thus, woman and man are equal to choose a family name.  
  2. Although the liberal feminist jurisprudence emphasizing the amendments 
of the law has enabled the formal equality to be reached, this law has had little effect 
in practices, because there are other social factors which are also influential to 
choosing a family name. Thus, formal equality of conjugal right to choose a family 
name has not led to substantive equality in practice.      
 3. With regard to the social factors which influence the sampling groups in 
their choosing of the family name, the research finds that these include the 
relationship within family, the power relations, gender role expectation, culture, 
traditional beliefs and values of the patriarchy society system. The opinions of the 
sampling groups to choose their family name are relevant to the concept of patriarchy 
like the law in the past. This makes the substantive equality of conjugal right to 
choose one’s family name ineffective. 
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 Therefore, if the social factors are more influential to the people than the 
formal equality of law, the emphasis on just the law has had little effect. This is the 
result of the gender role in the family, along with the traditional beliefs and values. 
The researcher recommends that besides amendments of the law, we should support 
other activities enhancing gender equality and consciousness-raising among women 
and men, such as campaigning and instructions to enable a better understanding of 
both sexes on the gender role. This will increase the efficacy of the substantive 
equality of conjugal right to choose a family name. 

 

 


