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ABSTRACT

In the last decade, political movements of the poor have extensively arisen, especially in
natural resource management issues. The citizens, who actively protested, chose tactics of civil
disobedience to fight the state and capitalists for their environmental rights which led them into the
fade of “death or imprisonment”. This thesis tried to find out what would be legal consciousness of
those citizens on “imprisonment”. As a result, the study found that those citizens fully realized that
their challenging action of fighting, arguing and criticizing the court decisions. Moreover, they had
not been afraid of the imprisonment punishment. This reaction of the citizens could not be explained
by punishment’s objective and also hardly be applied to a principle of civil disobedience. In addition,
the most remarkable, their reaction of the poor had faded away from the commoners’ traditional way

of resistance.

Their citizen’s consciousness did not just happen automatically but it was historical process
and deeply related to society. There were several of factors; economic sustainability, national and
local political structure, infrastructure and communication, acceptance of the public, legal experience,
experience of dealing violence, and improvement of living standard effected from the movement. All

these basic factors integrated with rigid and suppressive judicial process then became a turning point



of the citizen’s consciousness. During their trial, those citizens found that they had no way to defend
themselves in courtroom, in order to incredibly fragmented legal logic. Nonetheless they don’t give
up, by using their expert tactic, the citizens organized social movements to create their own solution
for facing imprisonment, legal consciousness itself. This is the evidence from the fact that the “local
poor” had transformed their identity into “active citizens” with full consciousness of protection for
their community, brave of challenging unfair law and potential to resolve their problem. These active
citizens will confront the court directly to identify unjust adjudication system, so they are not the

“Fool-Poor-Hurted”” anymore.



