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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study was undertaken to investigate the
learning needs of myocardial infarction (MI) patients as perceived by
patients and nurses. It was conducted in Peking Union Medical
College Hospital. two hospitals of Beijing Medical University,
Beijing Hospital, and Beijing Friendship Hospital in Beijing., China.

Knowles’® and King’s theory were used as a framework for the
study. Fifty first time MI inpatients and fiftv medical cardiac
nurses were asked to complete the MI related learning needs
questionnaire (MIRLNQ). Questions required them to describe what
learning needs they perceived were important to MI patients. Content
validily was asessed by experts. The reliability was obtained by
means of Cronbach’s coefficient alpha. The coefficient alpha that
indicates reliability were 0.74 tested by nurses, 0.73 tested by

patients.  The data were analyzed using Statistical Analvsis System
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computer software.

The research results were: almost all topics learning needs
were veryv important and important as perceived by patients and
nurses, but the priority of perceived learning needs was different
between MI patients and nurses. Patients perceived miscellaneous
topic such as how to care for oneself at home and work as the most
important thing that they should learn, but nurses perceived risk
factors as the most important topic. Psychological item was the
lowest important topic and perceived by patients and nurses.
Statistically significant differences between MI patients’ and
nurses’ perceptions were found on seven topics. (P < 0.01, 0.05
respectively)

The finding of the study may be implicated to nursing
practice and nursing education as a guideline of program teaching to
MI patients. They may also be implicated to nursing research by

providing baseline data for further nursing research.




