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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine the caring behavior
of clinical imstructor and professional attitude of nursing student
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Public Health. The subjects,
were 283 second year, third year and fourth year nursing students
studying at Nursing colleges under the Ministry of Public Health,
Northern region in the academic year of 1996. Subjects were selected
using stratified random sampling method. The instrument developed by
the researcher was consisted of three parts, Demographic, Data
Recording Form the Caring Behavior Questionnaire which its internal
consistency coefficient was 0.95 and the Professional Attitude
Questionnaire which its internal consistency coefficient was 0.85.
Statistics used in this study were percentage, mean, standard
deviation, Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation and one- way analysis

of variance, Scheffe’s test.



The results of the study were:

1. The caring behaviors of clinical instructors perceived by
mursing students was at moderate level (§=3.65, S.D.=0.46 ). Subjects
also perceived moderate level of caring behaviors of clinical
instructors in compassion, competence, confidence, conscience, and
commitment (X=3.14 8.D.=0.860, §=3.81 5.D.=0.48, E=3.58 s8.D0.=0.57,
¥=3.95 S.D.=0.53 and X=3.78 S.D.=0.57 consequently). It was found that
perception of nursing students on caring behaviors of clinical
instructors was significantly different (P <.001). The second year
mrsing students perceived the instructors’ caring behavior at higher
level than third year and fourth year nursing students did.

2. The overall professional attitude of nursing students was
at good level (X=3.91, S.D.=0.32). The cognitive and behavioral
components were also at good level (X=4.46 S.D.=0.35 and X=3.74 S.D.
=0.50 consequently), while the affective component was at moderate level
(X=3.52 8.D.=0.36). It was found that professional sttitude: affective
and behavioral components of nursing students at different level were
significantly different (p <.01). The second year nursing students
demonstrated higher level of professional attitude in those two
components than fourth year and third year nursing students did. '

3. The moderately of positive relationship (r=.40 p <.001)
.between caring Dbehavior of clinical instructors and professional
attitude of nursing students was statistically significant. For the
second year and third year nursing students, the moderately of positive
relationship (r=.44 and .40 consequently p < .001) were also reported.
However no relationship was found among the fourth nursing stﬁdent.s.



