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ABSTRACT

Hope is a major factor affecting well-being of the
chronically ill patient. Enhancing patient’s hope 1is,
therefore, a major goal of nursing. This descriptive
correlational study was aimed to identify the level of hope
and social support and to ascertain the relationship between
hope and social support in hemodialysis patients. A purposive
sampling was used to recruit 41 hemodialysis patients
attending the three hemodialysis centers of the First, and the
Third Teaching Hospitals of China Medical University and the
Army Hospital in Shenyang, P.R.China. The instruments used.in
fhis study were a Demographic Data Recording Form developed by
the researcher; Herth Hope Index (HHI) developed by Herth

(1992); and Personal Resource Questionnaire (PRQ)-85 part 2
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developed by Brandt and Weinert (1988). Reliability of the
two instruments were examined using ten subjects meeting the
criteria for selecting sample. Cronbach coefficient alpha
obtained were .85 for HHI and .91 for PRQ-85 part 2. The
results of this study revealed that hope in hemodialysis
patients was at moderate to high level; while social support
was at moderate level; and there was a moderately positive
relationship between social support and hope {(r= .51, p < .01)
in hemodialysis patients. The study results provide the
implications‘for nursing practice, rducation, and research.
Nurse can enhance patient’s hope by increasing his social

support.




