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Abstract

4 descriptive correlational study was undertaken to
describe the amount of medical fear and its associated factors
among hospitalized Chinese school-age children. A purposive
sample, including 100 hospitalized school-age children, was

selected in the affiliated three hospitals of Hunan Medical
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University. Demographic Data Form and Child’s Medical Fear
Scale (CMFs) were utilized to collect dats.

Descriptive statistics and stepwise. multiple
regression were applied to analyze the data.

Resuits of the study indicated that the amount of
medical fear of hospitalized Chinese school-age children was
moderate. Age was a predictor of medical fear and its
subscales i.e. environmental fear and interpersonal fear. Sex
was a predictor of procedural Ffear. Type of illness was a
predictor of interpersonal fear. Living area of family was a
predictor of environmental fear.

It is suggested that nurses should be aware of the
child’s medical fear. Appropriate nursing interventions
should be planned in Telation to the child’'s age, sex, type of
illness and living area of family, ininarcks tb reduce the
childs fear. The findings obtained from this study also has
implications for nursing education. Curriculums should
include in their content what hospitalized children fear and

related factors.
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Suggestion for further research has been made,
longitudinal study, study with interventions, qualitative
study and comparison of medical! fear between hospitalized and

nonhospitalized children were recommended.



