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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to determine the
incidence, distribution and impact of MRSA infections among patients
admitted at Lampang Hospital during June 1 +to September 30, 1997.
Data were collected using' & MRSA surveillance form modified from the
nosocomial infection surveillance form of Lampang Hospital by the
researcher and using the definition of nosocomial infection of Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S.A., 1988 and 1992.

The result of the study revealed that -

1. The incidence and distribution of MRSA infections among 16,411

patients under surveillance showed fifteen patients infected with MRSA



(16 infections). The infection rate was 1.0 per 1,000 patients or 0.2 per
1,000 patient—days. Infection rate among male patients was higher than
female patients (1.8 and 0.2 per 1,000 patients respectively). The
highest infection rate by age group was among patients aged between 75-84
years (5.7 per 1,000 patients). 73.3 and 60.0 percent of patients infected
with MRSA had other infections on the day of admission and had underlying
diseases respectively. The highest infection rate by department was
in the Intensive Care Unit (15.7 per 1,000 patients). The most common
site of infection was the lung ( 37.5 percent ~of all MRSA infections )
followed by skin & soft tissue (31.2 percent) and surgical site (18.8
percent) respectively.

2. The study of MRSA infections revealed that: The 1lensth of
hospitalization among patients infected with MRSA was between 1-33 days,
with an average of 16.2 days. Total cost of antimicrobial used for
treatment of MRSA was 109,535 baht. (Range 1,110 - 38,410 baht). The
average cost of antimicrobial drug used was 7,823.9 baht per one patient.
Case fatality rate among patients infected with MRSA was 33.3 percent.

The study indicated the importance of strengthening hospital
personnel +to comply with the MRSA prevention program strictly and

continuously, especially in wards which admitted severely ill patients.



