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Abstract

Uncertainty is the cognitive state created when a
person cannot adequately structure or categorize an illness
event because of the lack of sufficient cues. This
condition can cause stress to people to which they have to
cope. This correlational descriptive study was conducted to
describe uncertainty levels and coping styles of
hospitalized acute myocardial infarction (AMI) patients, and
to examine the relationship between the two wvariables. A

purposively selected sample consisted of 68 AMI patients
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admitted to Coronary Care Unit of Tongjl Medical University.
Demographic Data Recording Mishel Uncertainty in Illness
Scale (MUIS), and the Jalowiec Coping Scale (JCS) in Chinese
version were used to collect data. The reliability of the
instruments was tested from which the Cronbach's alpha
coefficients of MUIS and JCS in Chinese version were .8724
and .8829, regpectively. Data were analyzed using SPSS.

Result of study indicated that the uncertainty of
participants was at moderate level. Optimistic coping style
was used most, whereas emotive coping style was used least.
Uncertainty was moderately positive related to evasive,
fatalistic, emotive, and supportant coping styles, but
slightly negative related with confrontive, and optimistic,
and moderately negative related to self-reliant coping
styles. There was no significant relatioﬁship between
uncertainty and palliative coping stvyle.

Implications for nursing practice, nursing
education, nursing administration, and recommendations for

further study were described.



