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Abstract

This descriptive study was conducted to investigate
the needs of hepatectomy patient with pain and nurse
responses as perceived by the patients. A purposive sample
of 40 hepatectomy patients admitted in the First Affiliated
Hogpital and Cancer Center of Sun Yat-sen University of
Medical Sciences 1in Guangzhou were recruited. The data
collection was done from November 1998 to February 1999. The
instrument used in this study composed of Demographilc Data

Form and Needs of Hepatectomy Patient with Pain and Nurse
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Responses Questionnaire developed by the researcher based on
the review of literature. Content validity was checked by
experts with Content Validity Index of 0.927 whereas 1its
reliability was accepted with Cronbach’s coefficient alpha
of 0.86. Descriptive statistics and Wilcoxon Matched Pairs
Signed Rank Test were used to analyze the data

The study results were:

1. Mean of needs of hepatectomy patient with pain
was 2.53 (8D = 0.29)

2. Mean of nurse regponses was 2.38 (SD = 0.38)

3. There was statistically significant difference
of mean rank and sum of fanks between the overall needs of
hepatectomy patient with pain and the overall nurse
responses as tested by Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Signed Rank
Test at p = 0.001.

4. There were statistically significant difference
of mean rank and sum of ranks between needs of hepatectomy
patient with pain and nurse responses in six statements as
tested by Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Signed Rank Test at p
ranged from _6.000 to 0.034. These statements were as
followings: nurses inform that I can ask for pain medication
at any time; nurses help me withractivities of daily living
duriﬁg these two days; nurses place all necessary things
nearby so I can reach them easily; nurses heip me position

myself until I am comfortable; nurses provide the
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information regarding imagination and encourage me to use
it for relaxation; and nurses give medicine for pain
relief to me immediately after I ask for.

This findings of the study may be implicated to
nursing practice, nursing education, nursing research, and
nursing administration. Iﬁ lights up the nurses’ awareness
of the needs of hepatectomy patient with pain. More
appropriated management of such pain can be comprehensively
generated based on the understanding of such needs. Such
needs should be fulfiiled unless pain cannot be successfully

controlled.



