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Abstract

Children attending day care centers are at increased risk of infection compared with
children cared for at home. All child day care centers need a system to control and prevent
infection. The purposes of this study were to describe  policy and the implementation of infection
control and prevention in day care centers Muang District Lampang Province and to describe the
need for personnel development regarding child day care center infection control and prevention.
The study population consisted of 26 child day care administrators and 109 child care providers
working in 26 child day care centers in Muang District Lampang Province from February, 1999 to
March, 1999, Research instruments were a policy interview form, a practice questiomnaire, and an
environmental observation form. The content validity was examined by 5 experts. The content
Validity Index of the research instruments were .84-96. The reliability of the practice
questionnaire obtained by means of Cronbach’s coefficient alpha was .81. Data were analyzed in
terms of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and the grouping of the answers.



The results of this study revealed that:

Forty six point two percent of child day care centers had an infection contro! policy and
prevention policy but not all of the categories. These centers had only a policy regarding s chitd’s
health care and environmental and sanitation management, Thirty six to forty six percent of child
day care centers had a policy for personnel training, work assignment, personnel’s health care, and
facilities support. And twenty to thirty five percent of them had policies for personne! screening
before empioyment, children gronped by age and development, staff to child ratio, infectious
diseases surveillance, and parent’s orientation and education. Overall practice for infection control
and prevention among most of the child care providers was at the moderate level. When
oonsidm'inginsubsmles,thechildcatgpmviders performed at a high level in caring for food,
cleanliness and eavironmental sanitation, handwashing, and toy cleaning, Educating and advising
the parents as well as personal hygiene care for the children, most child care providers practiced
carrectly at the moderate level. In addition, their practice for health care of the children, infectious
diseases surveillance, and occurrence of infection and outbreaks, was at the moderate and low
level

The result from environmental observation showed that fifty percent of all the chitd
day care centers had segregated rooms or areas. Most of these centers seperated normal child care
rooms, kitchens and toilets. Only forty two point three percent of them had separate dinning room,
On the other hand, ninety two point three percent of all the child day care centers did not have
isolation room for sick children. Also, not a single child day care center had any hand-washing -
facilities or any educational media for parents.

Eighty point eight percent of the child day care administrators needed to have training
prograws relating to infection control and prevention in child day care centers, while ninety point
four percent of child care providers needed to attend these training program.

The result of this study showed not only the necessity for having a training curriculum
relating to infection control and prevention in child day care centers for all day care personnel,
but also for improving the policy formulation and services in order to reduce the infections in
child day care centets.



