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Abstract

Endoscope is very useful for rapid diagnosis and prompt treatment. However, if
disinfection of endoscope is not quite right, nosocomial infection appears to develop. The
purpose of this study was to determine practices including problems, obstacles and suggestions
regarding disinfection of endoscope. The study group consisted of 25 departmental head nurses
and 174 hospital personnels, who were responsible for disinfection of endoscope and were
working in 4 regional and 16 general hospitals in northern region.' Data collection was conducted
during October and December, 1999, Self-administered questionnaire, developed by the
researcher, was reassured both the content validity and the internal consistency. Further
observation was adopted so as to confirm the reliability of obtained data through the
‘questionnaire. Descriptive statistics was used to analyze data.

The major results of this study revealed that among the five steps of disinfection:
cleaning, disinfection, rinsing, drying and storage, in general, the steps that were practiced less
correctly included cleaning and disinfection whereas the steps that were practiced most correctly
included rinsing, drying and storage. Problems and obstacles regarding disinfection of endoscope
were refated to personnels which was not only insufficient in quantity but also lack of knowledge

and skills concerning disinfection of endoscopes, lack of standard disinfection guideline, and



inadequate equipments like endoscope, protective barriers, disinfection instruments and storage
cabinets.

The results of this study, hence, indicated the of great important of strengthening
knowledge and skills of personnels regarding disinfection of endoscope as well as to provide

standard disinfection guideline in order to encourage universally acceptable disinfection practices.



