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Abstract

Promoting infant development is a part of child health promotion. Maternal behaviors in
promoting infant development properly will enhance infant development into advanced stage.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the level of maternal behaviors in promoti_ng
infant development. The subjects selected by using stratified sampling,were 150 mothers whose infant
were 9-12 month old and were taken to attend well baby clinic at 5 hospitals in Pisanulok province.
‘The instrument was an interview gﬁideline composed of two parts: demographic data and maternal
behaviors in promoting infant development interview guideline developed by the researcher. Data
were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results of the study revealed that

1. The overall maternal behaviors in promoting infant development was at a high

(X = 86.35, SD = 14.43),




2. The maternal behaviors in promoting infant development in each aspect of
development: language and social-self help were at a high level (X = 26.65, SD = 3.83; X =26.25,
SD = 4.55), gross motor and fine motor development were at a medium level (X = 12.55, SD = 4.43;
X =20.89, SD = 5.64)

3. The maternal behaviolrs in promoting infant development in each aspect of each age
levels were found that

3.1 Maternal behaviors in promoting infant development at birth-3 month: fine motor
language and social-self help development were at a i’ligh level (X = 2.34, SD = 0.90; X = 5.3,
SD = 0.94; X = 5.43, SD = 0.96).

3.2 Maternal behaviors in promoting infant development at 3-6 month: fine motor
language and social-self help development were at a high level (X =424, SD = 1.71; X = 1241,
SD=1.77,X=11.64,SD =2.21).

3.3 Maternal behaviors in promoting infant development at 6-9 month: language
development was at a high level (X = 4,30, SD = 1.44).

3.4 Maternal behaviors in promoting infant development at 9-12 month: gross motor
language and social-self help development were at a high level (X = 4.58, SD = 1.77, X = 4.40,
SD =1.70; X = 3.75, SD = 1.50).

This study showed that some mothers perf‘ormed promoting development behaviors but
did not know that those were proper methodé in promoting development. It is suggested that nurses
who work at well baby clinic in pediatric department should provide knowledge to mothers on

methods to promoté infant development at each age levels to enhance child development.




