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Abstract

Currentiy professional nurses have to encounter ethical dilemmas which are apparently
increasing and they must choose to do the right thing in these situations. The purposes of this
study were to describe the ethical decision making among professional nurses and to examine the
relationships between personal factors including age, years of work, education level and working
position and ethical decision making among professional nurses. The samples, obtained by
stratified random sampling method, were 364 professional nurses working in tertiary hospitals in
the upper part of northern region. The research instruments were demographic data profile and the
Ketefian’s measure of Judgment About Nursing Dilemmas (Ketefian, 1981a) which had a
reliability value of 0.71 by the use of test-retest m;zﬂmd. Data were analyzed by using descriptive
statistics, Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient and Point biserial correlation coefficient.

The results of this study were :

1. The subjects had their ethical decision making in according with the professional



nurses’ code of ethics with the median score of 28.00 (interquartile range = 5.00) out of 39.
When focusing on each dilemma situation, it was showed that the subjects had their ethical
decision making in according with the professional nurscs’ code of ethics in every situations;

2. The personal factors including age, years of working, education level and working
position were not related to the ethical decision making of professional nurses.

The results of this study can be used in suggestion of promoting the professional

nurses’ ability on ethical decision making,



