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Abstract

Nurse- physician collaboration in patient care is an important element to enhance
quality of treatment and care. The purposes of this study were : 1)to study the level of collaborative
practice of nurse-physician in patient care as perceived by nurses in tﬁe community hospitals ; 2)
to compare the level of collaborative practice of murse-physician in patient care as perceived by
nurses who worked in different units of the comrmunity hospitals ; 3)to study problems and barriers
regarding the collaborative practice of nurse-physician in patient care as perceived by nurses.
Population were 148 professional murses working at 8 community hospitals in Phichit province. The
instrument was a set of questionnaire developed by the researcher, validated for content validity by
panel experts. The content validity index (CVI) for the instrument were 0.90 . The reliability of the
instrument assessed by test-retest method was 0.86. The statistics used for data analysis were

frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.



The results of the study indicated that :

1, The total mean score of collaborative practice of nurse - physician in patient care as
perceived by nurses of community hospitals in Phichit province was at a moderate level ( u=3.45,
& =0.78 ).As for subscales, the mean scores of the mutual~ power control subscale and the practice
spheres subscale were at good levels (1L =3.59 , o = 0.67 and u=3.70 , 6= 0.75 respectively).

The mean scores of the mutual of concerns subscale and the common goals subscale were
at moderate levels (U= 3.21,5+0.83 and p=3.31, ¢ = 0.88 respectively),

2. There was no difference between the total mean score of collaborative practice of
nurse - physician in patient care as perceived by nurses who worked in different units. When
considering by subscale, the mean score of the mutual - power control subscale was different.

3. The first three problems and barriers regarding collaborative practice of
nurse-physician in patient care as perceived by nurses of community hospitals in Phichit province
were: 1) unequality and dependency ; 2) being subordinates ; 3) ineffective communication.

It was recommended that hospital administrators and nurse administrators should

encourage collaborative practice between nurse-physician in patient care. Problems and barriers

regarding the practice should be taken into consideration.



