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ABSTRACT

This exploratory descriptive research was designed to examine relationships
and predictive power among personal factors, perceptions of cesarean section (C-
section), decision making style and decisions regarding cesarean section in the
absence of medical indications. A two-phase approach was employed. In phase one,
structured individual interviews were conducted with 80 post-cesarean mothers who
had no medical indications for a cesarean section. Then, the Perceptions of Cesarean
Section Questionnaire (POCS) for phase two was developed based on data obtained
from phase one. The second phase, involving the administration of questionnaires,
was conducted with 434 Thai pregnant women at prenatal clinics located in a
government and a private hospital. Data were gathered using a personal data sheet,
the POCS and a Decision Making Style (DMS) Instrument developed by Scott and
Bruce (1995). Prior to usage, the POCS was validated with a Content Validity Index
of 0.93. The reliability of the POCS and DMS instruments were 0.83 and 0.86,
respectively. Construct validity of both instruments was evaluated using Principle
Component Factor Analysis. Data analyses were performed using descriptive

statistics, Chi-square Test and Multiple Logistics Regression.



The finding of this study revealed that age, educational level, selection of
hospital for prenatal care, benefits of POCS and rational DMS could predict Thai
pregnant women’s decision making regarding C-section in the absence of medical
indications (p < .05), with a predictive power of 86.30 percent. Those who selected to
use a government hospital were 4.73 times (OR = 4.73) higher than pregnant women
who selected a private hospital for prenatal care, those who had more than 12 years of
schooling were 3.42 times higher than those with less education, pregnant women
aged 30 - 45 years were 2.77 times higher than whose aged 15 - 29 years, those with
high scores on benefits of POCS were 2.36 times higher than those with low scores
and pregnant women with low scores of rational DMS were 52 percent higher than
those with higher scores.

This study is important for nurse midwives concerned with significant factors
predicting decision making regarding cesarean section in the absence of medical
indications among Thai pregnant women including age, educational level, selection of

hospital for prenatal care, benefits of POCS and rational DMS.
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