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ABSTRACT

Standard precautions is a significant and principle practice for health care workers.
The purpose of this developmental research was to formulate quality indicators for standard
precautions practice including structure, process, and outcome. Data were collected during
March to August 2003. This study consisted of 4 stages; Stage I, literature review and current
situational analysis of quality indicators: the multistage random samples of 390 were both
infection control nurses and nurses in all levels of hospitals in Thailand. The instrument used in
this stage was a set of open-end questionnaire consisting of demographic data and quality
indicators, Stage 11, development of quality indicators involved drafted quality indicators which
were validated by the five experts and tested for rehability which was .81. Stage III, feasibility
test: the quality indicators were tested with 225 infection control nurses and nurses. And
stage IV, forum for quality indicators refinement by 21 experts and 17 infection control nurses.

The main results showed that the structure quality indicators consist of policy,
practice of standard precautions, education program for health personnel, necessary equipment
provision, budget support, supervision of standard precautions practice. The process quality
indicators were handwashing, gloves, gown and apron, mask and eye protection gears wearing,
patient care equipment management, environmental control, linen management,

Wwaste management, accident prevention and patient placement. The outcome quality indicators

R



included the number of nosocomial infection, the rate from sharps injuries and exposure to blood
and body fluid and the number of infections disease outbreak related to non compliance with
standard precautions.

The study, hence, indicate the above quality indicators could be applicable for standard
precautions as well as be a guideline for nosocomial infection. These indicators also could be
adopted for assessing, monitoring, including testing for both sensitivity and specificity of the

developed indicators, leading to the quality of standard precautions.



