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Abstract

Marital power, including power bases, power processes, and power outcomes, is one
of the contributing factor of physical violence against wives but there was no empirical evidence
in Thai couples. This correlational descriptive study was conducted aiming to explore marital
power, physical violence against wives, and their relationships in 18-59 years old, married women
residing in municipal area of Phosai Tambon, Phosai Amphur, Ubonrachathanee Province. Two
hundred and fifty subjects were recruited through a simple random sampling technique. Data were
collected using questionnaires and analyzed by frequency, persentage, Chi-square, and Fisher
Exact Probability Test. The major results revealed that:

1. The majority of the study sample had equal power bases regarding knowledge,

social status, and communication but higher economic status among the husbands. The majority



reported that they and their husbands employed the no-demanding-withdrawal communication
pattern for solving their marital conflicts and had equal power in decision-making

2. The physical violence against wives rate was 18.4 percent of the sample. The
majority were abused approximately once to twice per year ; and

3. Physical violence against wives was associated with economic power bases
(p < .01) and demanding—withdrawal communication patterns (p < .01). That is, the rates of
physical violence against wives were higher among either the wives or the husbands with the
following characteristics: higher economic status than their spouses, or employing demanding or
withdrawal communication patterns.

The findings of this study suggest that women be assessed for economic status
discrepancies and demanding-withdrawal communication patterns in order to detect risk factors

of physical violence against wives and provide prevention services.
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