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ABSTRACT

Infection control nurses had to utilize microbiological laboratory results for nosocomial
infection control, The purpose of this descriptive research was to study situations, problems, obstacles
and suggestions of utilization of microbiological results for nosocomial infection control among
infection control nurses. Data collection was carried out during March, 2004 to May, 2004.
The population were 150 infection control nurses in 82 university hospital and hospitals under ministry
of pubic health. The research instrument was a questionnaire which consisted of demographic data,
utilization of microbiological laboratory results, problems, obstacles and suggestions for utilization of
microbiological laboratory results. The questionnaire content was validated by 5 exerts and the
validity index value was 0,97, and pretested with other 10 infection control nurses who were not
included in the final study. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and answer grouping.

The study found that the population utilized microbiological laboratory results for
surveillance of nosocomial infection, epidemics investigation, tap water quality control, research,
sterilization quality control, and antiseptic quality control, respectively., The study hospitals had
a policy for utilization of microbiological results for drug resistant surveillance to direct local

antimicrobial drug usage guidelines.



Problems and obstacles were improper specimens collecting, inability to interpret
results, delay in results reporting and lack of coordination between the laboratory personnels and
the infection control nurses. In order to solve the existing problems, it is recommended that
specimens collection training course for general nurses. Infection control data bases should be
established and link with the microbiological laboratory through computer network. And all
concerned personnels and administrators should have regular meeting to address problems.

The result of this study indicated that infection control murses utilize microbiological
laboratory results for nosocomial infection control. Therefore, the hospitals should be develop the
reporting system of microbiology results by computer network, and coordinating system between

infection control nurses and microbiologist,



