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ABSTRACT

Alcohol induced psychotic disorder results from drinking alcohol over a long period
of time. Psychotic symptoms occur either after reducing or stop drinking. This disorder induces
high recurrence due to multiple factors and impacts on the person with alcohol induced psychotic
disorder, their family and the community. Tremendous assistance for this group is therefore
needed.

The purpose of this research was to examine the recurrence of factors associated with
drinking alcohol, their impact and assistance receieved by persons with alcohol induced psychotic
disorder in Suan-Prung Psychiatric Hospital, Chiangmai. Fifteen participants were selected by
purposive sampling. Data were obtained during June and July 2004 using in-depth interview,
observation, and field notes. Qualitative data analysis was used.

The results showed that participants perceived certain reasons for recurrence of
drinking alcohol. Participants identified three factors in terms of their illness: /) Belief in usage
of drinking alcohol, 2) Social and environment influences for drinking alcohol and 3) Influence
of other persons for drinking alcohol. Participants identified two main themes that impacted on

recurrence of their disorders: /) Health problems and 2) Being a Burden on other people. Help



received by the participants had two themes: 1) Help from psychiatric team and 2) Help from
significant others.

This study provided more understanding about experiences of recurrence among
persons with alcohol induced psychotic disorder. The information is useful when writing basic
nursing care plans relevant to preventing repeated drinking and to reduce any impacts from the
recurrence. Additionally, the information is useful in planning appropriate help for patient’s

needs.



