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ABSTRACT

Elder abuse is a complex and serious problem in society, but studies of this problem in
Thailand are limited. This correlational descriptive research was designed to study the prevalence
rate of elder abuse and factors related to elder abuse in Nakhon Phanom province. This study used
the instruments which consisted of a demographic data sheet, the Bathel ADL Index of Jitapunkul
(1994), and the Elder Abuse Scale (EAS) of Chintanawat (2003) with Cronbach alpha coefficient
0.98. The participants were 400 older adults in Nakhon Phanom province obtained from
multistage random sampling and proportion.
Findings of the study showed that the total prevalence rate of elder abuse was 60 %.
The highest prevalence rate was psychological abuse which accounted for 51.50 %. And then
neglect which was 32 %, exploitation was 28.25 %, violation of rights was 23.25 %, and physical
abuse which showed minimum prevalence rate was 5.50 %, the frequency of abuse in each type
of elder abuse was rated as sometimes. A level of dependence of the elderly was statistically
correlated with elder abuse at the level of .05.
These findings provide useful knowledge for nurses to raise awareness of elder abuse
among people, health care teams, and related groups to improve collaborating, planning, and

providing activities to prevent older adults from abusive situations. In addition, setting a



surveillance plan, and problem management for the high risk group and healthy elderly should be

considered.



