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This study explores the identity formation of becoming a teenager through dialogues

about youths’ experiences in daily practices. It relies on contemporary discursive fieldwork

related to the notion of the maturing stage when entering the teenage years among northeastern

Thai youths. This ethnographic study is based on a poststructuralist paradigm and feminist

standpoint theory. The fieldwork was done in a semi-urban area in Khon Kaen from July 2002-

August 2003. This dissertation uses interpretive narrative experience and discourse analysis.

The findings show a shifting of self-representation of both boys and girls who are

entering adolescence. This is contrasted with the dichotomy in dominant thought as understood

by Thai society, but these pre-teens and early teenagers have diverse thoughts and behaviors on

various discourses in society. The study highlights the concept of power relations between an
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adult and a child, and power relations between genders in sexuality that are still reproduced in
Thai society. Trapped into capitalism, consumerism and globalization, the relationships within
families and community bonds became weak, due to time consumed by maintaining their social
status. Easy access to mass media in the global community reproduces negative representations
of the term “38';1 U = wai run”. As a result, different perspectives of being a teenager between
adults and pre-teens or early teenagers create tensions and conflicts among them. Amid the
pressure of the dominant discourses in the society which are the discourse of a child (innocence/
dependence/ playing/ lack of responsibility) and the discourse of an adult (responsibility)
compete with the contesting discourse of an adolescent “wai run” (dressing up/ hanging out
/courtship) that has an influence on the identity formation of those who are becoming teenagers.
The inability to freely satisfy their own needs makes the identity formation of the young
teenagers face tensions and conflicts. Girls have more tensions and conflicts than boys at this
age, since traditional sexuality discourses which are male biased are strongly reproduced.
Therefore, girls internalize negative attitudes about being women and they became subjected as
expected by the society. However, while the discourse of “wai run” provides liberal ideas
regarding their romantic relations, they want to preserve traditional the sexuality discourse of “a
modest girl”. This causes young girls to engage in risk in sexual matters. Constrained by
economic dependence, boys and girls in the pre-teen and early teenage years controlled their
sexuality by redefining the meaning of their love and having a “boy/girl-friend” in their own

way, which is contrast to those of adults.

This study highlights the significant role of family in constructing the identity of their
teenage children under capitalism, consumerism and globalization which (re)produce different
perspectives and power between an adult /a child and between genders in sexuality. The study
creates an understanding in order to develop policy and strategies for promoting adolescent

health during their transitional period.
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