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ABSTRACT

Anesthesia personnel are at high risk of acquiring infection occupationally due to close
contact with the patient. The practice of standard precautions can protect them from infection.
Purposes of this study were to examine practices and non-compliance causes of standard
precautions practice among anesthesia personnel in Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai hospital.
Participants included 25 anesthetists and 41 nurse anesthetists working in Maharaj Nakorn
Chiang Mai hospital. Data were collected by observation and interview during August — October,
2004, and analyzed using descriptive statistics. Results showed that handwashing among
anesthetists was not practiced before each intubation and only in 6% of activities after extubation,
whereas nurse anesthetists washed their hands 15.85% before and 8.54% after giving medication.
For intravenous infusion and tracheal suction, nurses washed their hands before donning and after
taking off gloves in 2.39 - 10.97% and 14.63 — 51.22%, respectively. Anesthetists used clean
gloves in all whereas nurse anesthetists used clean gloves12.19-79.27% of activities. Gowns,
masks were used by all anesthesia personnel whereas eye protection gears were not used at all

times. Regarding accident prevention, anesthetists used one hand scoop technique to re-cap



needle and discarded needles in needle disposal boxes after use 100% of activities while nurses
used one hand scoop technique for 7.32-97.56% of activities and discarded needles in needle
disposal boxes after use in 97.65-100% of activities. Causes for non-compliance to follow
standard precautions were hurry due to emergency situation, lack of protective equipment, feeling
uncomfortable to use, being not used to, and being not important. Intervention to promote the

practice of standard precautions among anesthesia personnel is suggested.



