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ABSTRACT

Patients with respiratory failure need mechanical ventilation. Patients with prolonged
mechanical ventilation are at risk for respiratory infection. This quasi-experimental research
aimed to study the effects of multidisciplinary ventilator weaning team approach on weaning time
and weaning success among surgical critically ill patients. Subjects included 20 patients admitted to
Surgical Intensive Care Unit of Uttaradit Hospital. Subjects were divided into 2 groups and
matched pair by the severity of illness as measured by APACHE II score. Experimental group
used multidisciplinary team for ventilator weaning, while control group used conventional
method. Research instruments included manual of multidisciplinary team, which included roles
of the team, weaning protocol and weaning flow sheet, demographic data record form, and
weaning time record form. Content validity were done by a panel of 5 experts and feasibility of
the manual of multidisciplinary team and were tested among 3 patients with mechanical
ventilation. Data collection was conducted during January 2004 and January 2005. Data was

analyzed using descriptive statistics and Mann—Whitney U -test



The results of the study showed that weaning time of experimental group was
significantly shorter than control group at the level of .01. Weaning success between experimental
group and control group showed no difference.

From the results of this study the researcher concluded that a multidisciplinary team
approach could be implemented along with weaning protocol in order to shorten the weaning time

in surgical critically ill patients with mechanical ventilation.



