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ABSTRACT

Sexual risk behaviors of female adolescents are important issue in Thai society as
most teenageres are likely to initiate sexual intercourse at the young age and have multiple sexual
partner. These behaviors cause an increase in sexual transmitted diseases and unplanned
pregnancies. The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the relationship between
parent-teen communication and sexual risk behaviors among female adolescents. Two hundred
and thirty seven samples were selected by simple random sampling among female adolescents
who live with their parents and attended grades 10-12, in Uthaithani Province, Thailand.

Research instruments included a Demographic Recording Form, the Parent-teen
Sexual Risk Communication, developed by Hutchinson (1995) and translated into Thai by the
researcher, and the Sexual Risk Behaviors, developed by Buathip Jaitrongdee (2002) based on
literature review. The latter two instruments were tested for reliability using a Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient. In Parent-teen Sexual Risk Communication, the father-teen communication and the
mother-teen communication reliability were .91 and .88 respectively. The Sexual Risk Behaviors
reliability was .94. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Pearson’s product

moment correlation coefficient.



The results of the study indicated that:

1. Father-teen sexual risk communication and mother-teen sexual risk communication
were at a low level,

2. Female adolescents showed sexual risk behaviors at a moderate level ; and

3. The father-teen sexual risk communication and the mother-teen sexual risk
communication had a statistically significant negative correlation with the sexual risk behaviors.
(r=-28 and -.34, p < .01) but the correlation was low.

The results indicate that professional nurses should promote parents to increasingly
communicate with their adolescents in term of sexual risk. This is anticipate to reduce sexual risk

behaviors among adolescents.



