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ABSTRACT

Infection prevention knowledge among school-aged children is important because an
infection will effect the growth and development of the children. Infections among these children
can be prevented if they have correct knowledge and understanding of infection prevention
practices. This quasi-experimental study aimed to investigate the effect of information provision
through a comic book on knowledge of infection prevention among school-aged children. The
sample was 144 children aged 9-10 years, who were studying in grade 4 at Watpom Wichian
Chotikaram School, Samut Sakhon province. Using simple random sampling of the children by
class, 72 children from 2 classes were equally placed in the experimental group and control
group. The processes of experiment and data collection were conducted from February to March,
2007. Instruments used consisted of a comic book titled: “Infection Prevention, Wairai in
School”, which was developed by the researcher and had an effectiveness score of 83.33/80.13
and the knowledge test form for infection prevention was also developed by the researcher, the
content validity was tested by 5 experts and the content validity index was 0.84. The reliability of
the test was 0.74. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, one-way repeated measures

ANOVA and independent sample t-test.



The results revealed that:

1. Among the experimental group, the mean scorcs, right after the information
provision through the comic book on knowledge of infection prevention and 2 weeks after
intervention, were significantly higher than before intervention (p < .001).

2. Comparing the experimental group who received knowledge on infection
prevention through the comic book and the control group who received knowledge on infection
prevention through normal curriculum, the increase in the average mean scores, right after and 2
weeks after the intervention, among the experimental group were significantly higher than those
of control group (p < .001, .01).

The results from this study demonstrated that the information provision through the
comic book on knowledge of infection prevention can increase knowledge among the school-aged
children. As such, a comic book can be used as a supplementary reading book for increasing the

effectiveness of prevention infection among school-aged children.



