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ABSTRACT

Illness and hospitalization of children under five years of age can have a major impact
on their development. Appropriate practices in nursing care can reduce negative effects of
hospitalization on child development. The purpose of this descriptive research was to study the
practice of nurses in promoting hospitalized child development and related factors. Subjects
included 307 nurses from medical centers and general hospitals under the Ministry of Public
Health, Thailand. Research instruments included the Practice of Nurses in Promoting
Hospitalized Child Development and the Factors Related to Nursing Practices questionnaires.
These instruments were validated by a panel of experts for content validity which was 0.92. The
reliability of the questionnaires was 0.89 and 0.82 respectively. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics, Point Biserial Correlation and Spearman Rank Correlation.

The results of this study revealed that:

1. The practices of nurses in promoting hospitalized child’s development need to be
improved at the level of 64.82%.

2. Factors related to the practices of nurses in promoting hospitalized child

development included; human resources such as work experience with pediatric patients and extra



training about child development and child development promotion, organizational
characteristics, and environment and equipment for promoting child development.

The findings from this study provide useful information about the practices of nurses
in promoting hospitalized child development. All related factors can also help to understand the
needs of improvement in nursing practice and, therefore, lead to appropriate nursing management

in order to optimize child development during hospitalization.



