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ABSTRACT

Infection among preschool children is important because an infection can affect the
growth and development of the children. Infections among these children can be prevented if they
have correct knowledge and understanding of infection prevention practices. This quasi-
experimental study aimed to investigate the effects of learning enhancement regarding contact
transmission precautions on knowledge and handwashing among preschool children. The sample
was 67 preschool children with aged 5 - 6 years, who were studying in level 3 of preschool at
Chonprathanwittaya school, Nonthaburi province. Simple random sampling was used and one
class were placed in the experimental group (n = 34) while another class were placed in control
group (n = 33). Data collection was conducted from January to February, 2008. The research
instruments consisted of teaching plan, story telling using hand puppets video, song of
handwashing and demonstration video, handwashing poster and handwashing supporting
equipment, Observational Recording Form, and Knowledge test of Contact Transmission
Precautions. The data were analyzed by using description statistics, the Friedman Test, the Mann

- Whitney U Test and Chi-square.



The results of the study revealed that:

1. The knowledge scores among preschool children after immediately received
learning enhancement regarding contact transmission precautions and at 4 weeks after
intervention were significantly higher than before intervention at significant level of .001 and
.001, respectively.

2. The knowledge scores among preschool children after immediately received
learning enhancement regarding contact transmission precautions and at 4 weeks after
intervention were significantly higher than those of the control group at significant level of .001
and .001, respectively.

3. The proportion of handwashing among preschool children who received learning
enhancement regarding contact transmission precautions at 4 weeks after intervention were
significantly higher than that of before intervention at significant level of .001.

4. The proportion of handwashing among preschool children who received learning
enhancement regarding contact transmission precautions at 4 weeks after intervention were
significantly higher than that of the control group at significant level of .001.

The results from this study demonstrate that the learning enhancement regarding
contact transmission precautions can increase knowledge and handwashing among preschool

children.



