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ABSTRACT 

 

 Interaction between mother and preterm infant during feeding can be insufficient due 

to lack of maternal knowledge and understanding on cues, responsiveness, social-emotional and 

cognitive growth fostering of preterm infant during feeding. The purpose of this quasi-experimental 

study was to compare interaction between mothers and their preterm infants during feeding 

among the group who received information and the group who received usual care. The study 

sample consisted of mothers and preterm infants with postconceptional age between 34 weeks to 

36 weeks and 6 days who were admitted to Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Lopburi, Saraburi and 

Praputhabath Hospitals. Samples were chosen using a table of random digits sampling, thirty 

dyads were randomly assigned into either experimental group (15 dyads) or control group (15 

dyads). Research intervention instruments consisted of a lesson plan for mothers based on 

Gagne’s learning concept, a video tape and booklet. Data were collected using a mother and 

preterm infant demographic data form and observation form for interaction between mother and 

preterm infant during feeding. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Mann-Whitney 

U Test.  
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 The main results of the study revealed that the scores of interaction between mother 

and preterm infant during feeding of the experimental group were statistically significantly higher 

than the scores of those in the control group (p <.05). 

 The findings could be used as a guideline to promote the interaction between a mother 

and her preterm infant by providing maternal information which will promote maternal cognitive 

learning, memory and response to enhance continual interaction behaviors between mother and 

preterm infant during feeding. 

 


