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ABSTRACT

Nosocomial infection is a risk to pediatric patients. Pediatric patient self care is an
important measure for the prevention of nosocomial infections. Pediatric patients have to receive
information from healthcare workers in order to perform self care correctly to prevent infection.
The purpose of this quasi-experimental research was to investigate the effects of information
provision using a comic book on school-aged patients’ knowledge and practices in prevention of
nosocomial infection during November 2009 to January 2010. The sample was 34 pediatric
patients aged 8-12 years who were admitted in a university hospital. They were divided into the
experimental group and control group with 17 pediatric patients in each group. The experimental
group received the information provided through a comic book whereas the control group
received routine information. Both groups were matched with age and patient unit. Research
instruments consisted of a comic book on prevention of nosocomial infection, a demographic data
questionnaire, a knowledge test, an observational recording form, and a practice questionnaire.
These instruments were validated by 5 experts and tested for reliability. Data were analyzed using

descriptive statistics, paired t-test, and independent t-test.



The study results revealed that after receiving the information provided through a
comic book, the mean score of knowledge among the experimental group significantly increased
from 5.24 (S.D = 1.15) to 10.71 (S.D = 1.57) at the level of .001 and was significantly higher than
the control group with the mean of 6.24 (S.D = 1.20) at the level of .001. After receiving the
information provided through a comic book, the mean score of practices among the experimental
group significantly increased from 16.24 (S.D = 5.30) to 23.29 (S.D = 4.97) at the level of .001
and was significantly higher than control group with the mean of 17.06 (S.D = 3.58) at the level
of .001.

These findings indicate that information provision using a comic book increases
knowledge and practices on prevention of nosocomial infection among school-aged patients.
Healthcare workers should use a comic book for giving information to school-aged patients in

order to enhance effectiveness in nosocomial infection prevention.



