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ABSTRACT

Identification, correction and prevention of drug-related problems (DRP,) were done
through pharmaceutical care activities. The categories of DRP, were used from Strand et al’s
model. Net direct medical costs for all DRP, were evaluated.

Drug, medical materials and laboratory costs were based on acquisition costs, and the
others were based on charges. Avoidable costs were the product of probability of the consequence
of DRPg. The cost of DRP that increased length of stay or caused readmission were based on
DRG payment.

The study was conducted in male - inpatient at internal medicine ward at Lampang
Hospital, during November 1, 2000 to December 31, 2000, 455 patients were monitored by well-
trained clinical pharmacists. The DRP were found in 23.30% of the patients monitored. 69 DRP,
(52.27%) were classified as level 4 of severity. The correction and prevention of DRP, were

accepted by 98.10% of the physicians and 90.91% of the patients.



" Net direct medical saving and avoidable costs from the correction and prevention of
DRP were 46.49% in kidney and urinary tract system and 38.66 % in gastrointestinal system,
respeclively.
The clinical pharmacist could save direct medical costs in the net of 9,764.93 Bath and
the potential avoidable costs of 43,616.62 Bath.
The conclusion of this research is identification, correction and prevention of DRP,

through pharmaceutical care can save medical care costs and potential avoidable costs.



