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Abstract

The objective of this thesis was to study about the political cooperation of ASEAN
between and after Cold War era. The study includes five items as follows ;

1. To study the internal and external factors which had influenced on adjustment of the
countries in Southeast Asia before they joined together and founded the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN),

2. To study the interaction between internal and external factors that led to the
establishment of ASEAN as well as the political cooperation of this association in Cold War era,

3. To study the necessity of ASEAN countries in cooperating politically after Cold War
era which had different conditions from the conditions in Cold War era,

4. To study the relations of ASEAN and the countries in Southeast Asia , and ASEAN and

the great power countries involved,
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5. To study the political trend in operating international political activities of ASEAN as a
whole.

The methods used in this thesis were analyzing the collected data from academic
documents, and interviewing the specialists through E-mail. The interviewees were ten foreign
specialists who were interested in international politics and regional study, especially in Southeast
Asia. The study based on the linkage theory or linkage politics theory by James N. Rosenau.

The findings from this study were as follows;

1. There were both internal and extern al factors that influenced on adjustment of ASEAN
countries. The external factors or the environrment in international system would stimulate the
Internal factors or the environment in internal political system of each country or state to give
response. In other word, the external factors al ways had influenced on the internal factors.

2. The interaction of the external and internal factors had impact on the change of policy
of each country in order that the country could stand in international system at that time.
Between Cold War era, the bipolar international system. of the two great power countries affected
the countries in Southeast Asia, so they joined together and founded ASEAN.

3. After Cold War ended and the Sowiet Union collapsed, ASEAN began to adjust its
internal organizational structure. ASEAN, then, paid more attention to the topics of economics,
trade and investment, as well as social topics such as Human Rights, Women Rights, Child Labor,
AIDS, etc. Moreover, the topic of environment and races including political roles in international
stage had been focused more than the previouss time. Furthermore, ASEAN played an important
role in many conferences such as in ARF, APEC, and ASEM.

4. The relations betwéen ASEAN countries were good. The international problems among
member countries were solved under the ASEAN agreement, whereas during Cold War era, the
relations between ASEAN and Communist Indc-china countries were nrot good because of the
policy of Vietnam and the former Soviet Union who tried to establish the Indo-China federation and
also the influence of the former Scviet Union im Southeast Asia region. However, after Cold War

era ended, the relations between ASEAN and iIndo-China countries had been improved in a



tH

better way. in this regard, recently, Vietnam Laos and Myanmar became members of ASEAN
except Cambodia which still has internal political problem.

5. The trend of ASEAN during Cold War era was more politically oriented in political action
beginning with the consuitation among member countries to solve the international problems and
seek for the practical way in internationat political maneuvering. Then ASEAN developed to find its
standing point in the group. When ASEAN becarne stronger, ASEAN presented their unity through
diplomatic way especially, the stance point towards the Cambodian problem and the interference
of the great power countries in this region. After Cold War era, ASEAN had changed its action
from defensive to offensive operation by increasing the strength of its internal structure and also
increasing its roles in international political stage such as the initiation of ASEM {Asia-Europe

Meating). Moreover, ASEAN pay significant attention to preventive diplomacy as well.

To sum up, ASEAN is a regional organization that was established from the pressure of
Cold War . ASEAN siocd in the midst of pressing atmosphere of bipolar political system and
when the international environment changed, ASEAN after Cold War era increased its role both in

political and economic aspects that made it became more prominent in international stage.



