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ABSTRACT

The objective of this independent study is to learn about the role of organisations

concerned with the protection of witnesses” rights under the following hecadings:

1. to analyse the roles of the police, prosecutors .and lawyers in protecting the
rights of witnesses and also the collaborative ralationship between the police,
prosecutors and lawyers right from the start : that is, whe_n making inquiries, suing -
and taking evidence, both from the legal point of view and practically ;

2. o sound out opinions about establishing suitable organisations that would be
responsible for protecting the rights and freedoms of witnesses;

3. to sound out and evaluate opinions about the rights, freedoms, limitations and
measures of protection of witnesses, as also the appropriate compensation to
be paid to witnesses in cases of criminal prosecution ; _

4. tosound out opinions about the suitability of the Act of Witmess Protection,

which is still in the legislative process.

This research is called Quality Reasearch using “Structured Interview” built up
form ideas, theories from document, research and also related lans both Thai and froeign in
order to be equipment for collecting data from interviews included : administrators and
authorities in the Police Department, administrators and authorities in the Prosecutors office,
admumnistrators and authorities in court, administrators and authorities of legal offices and
administrator and officials in the private sector concerned with crime protection and people

who had been witnesses in criminal protection eases, totalled 20 persons.



Findings

It is found that nowadays there are flaws in the provision of rights and freedoms
in some sectors or organisations which should protect the rights and freedoms of
withnesses. These flaws arise out of the different ways in which each organisation
operates in this regard, with the result there is no consistency between them,

The inquiring authority, the Police Department, is the organization with the most
important role in protecting witnesses, but in fact the concerned ofﬁcialé normally confine
themselves to bringing the witnesses to court to give testimony, in the process doing litile
to protect the rights of such witnesses. Each authority does what it thinks fit in the
matter, making its own decisions on how witnesses are made to appear before the courts.
Additionally, where protection is given, it covers only the individual witnesses, making on
provision for property or members of the witnesses’ families, or colleagues of the
witnesses. Protection tends to be provided only while the witnesses are testifying, and
irrespective of occupation, income, or residential’ situation, or the degree by which the
giving of testimony has effects on the witnesses, any such protection is not extended into
the furture.

It appears also that cach organisation has its own attitudes to the rights of the
witnesses. There is no provision of compensation for witnesses. For that reason there should
be alaw establishing limitations (where witness duties were concerned), and strategies to
protect the rights and freedoms of witnesses, as well as ensuring suitable treatment of
wimesses, Such a law should also cover the payment of suitable compensation to
witnesses. The interviewees also agreed there should be an organization or subdepartment
functioning to protect witnesses, especially from the inferfercnce of politicians and persons
with power and influence. They felt the Government should encourage the formation of
citizen groups which would take part in protecting the rights and freedoms of witnesses,
and working to prevent crime where the establishment of a law to protect witnesses is
concerned (currently under consideration by the cabinet), every effort should be made to
cnsure that it is suitable and practical. Such a unit, in addition to following and
protecting collaborating witnesses, would liaise with the Prosecutor’s Office, the court,

lawyers, and private sector organizations set up to protect witnesses.



