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ABSTRACT

This study entitled, Administrative ~ Structure of Major Religious Organizations
in Thailand: A Case Study of Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity bas the following
objectives: 1) to analyze the administrative structure of religious organizations in
Thailand, namely, Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity; 2) to study therole of Department
of Religious Affairs in religious administration; 3) to examine the problems and obstacles
that the responsible organizations of these three major religions are now facing.

This study used documentary research together with in-depth interview of top
administrators of concerned organizations. The study found that in Buddhism, the highest
executive body is called Mahathera Samakom or Council of Elders (The Sangha Supreme
Council). There are two levels of Sangha Administration; the Central and the Local
Administration . As for the Central Adminstration, the Sangha Supreme Council is the

top executive body. For the local administration, there are different hierarchical levels of



administration down the line from regional, provincial, district and commune levels.
The present administrative structure is based on the Sangha Act of B.E. 2505 and the
Sangha Act of B.E. 2535.

As for Islam, the administrative structures at present follows the guidelines of the
Islam Act of B.E. 2540 which divides the administration of Islam into three-ievel commitiees,
the Central Islamic Committee, the Provincial Islamic Committee and Islamic Coinmittee at
the Mosque level.

As for Christianity, the Roman Catholic has the Bishop 's Conference of Thailand as
the highest organization. Its administration is  divided into three levels, national
administration, diocese administration, and the church level administration. The Protestant
Sect has four major administrative organizations. These organizations are run by committees
and have their own constitutions to beused as a basis for their administration.

The Department of Religious Affairs has provided support for major religions in the
country, including the three religions in this study. Even though Budhism seems to receive more
attention in terms of financial and administrative support as a national religion, the Department
of Religious Affairs enforces the law equally and supports all other religions acknowledged by
the law of Thailand.

As far as problems and obstacles arc concerned, it was found thatall of these three
religious organizations have common administrative problems. These include general

management, financial management, and personnel management problems.



