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Abstraet

The purpose of this research was to investigate the factors affegting the migration of Shans
to Chiang Mai, the evolution and process of the migration, the Shans’ way of life and their
problems in Chiang Mai. The subjects of the study were the Shans living in the municipality of
the Chiang Mai and the nearby areas, and the officials of private and government organizations.

The data were collected by using in-depth interviews and a study of printed matters,
research reports and electronic sources. The data from both sources were analyzed and compared
to the conceptual framework of migration evolution and the factors affecting it.

The results revealed that there were both pu.éhing and pulling factors affecting the
migration of Shans. The pushing factors were the lack of land and houses, insufficient income,
and political and social pressures. The pulling factors were 2 number of jobs in Chiang Mai,
having relatives and friends already living there, and similar language and culture which was easy
for them to adjust to the new society.

The results also showed that there were two groups of Shans in Chiang Mai: the ones with
Thai ID cards and the ones without them. The Shans of the first group had permanent jobs and
secure incomes. They had their own land and houses. They lived separately all over Chiang Mai

City. The other group of Shans were merchants, employees in business organizations, and



workers in construction industry. Most of them had low and insecure incomes. The ones working
with the construction industry lived in the shacks in the construction sites. They lived in a large
group, usually having probiems of hiding away from police and were always taken advantage by

the emplovers and other workers.





