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Abstract

Meaning and Use of Buddha Image in Luang Phra Bang City During the
Years 1975 to Present Day : A Study of Phra Bang and Another Buddha Images is
designed:
1. To investigate the changing processes of Meaning to Buddha Images in
Luang Phra bang City During the Years 1975-2008.

2. To investigate the Social Reaction and Use of Buddha Images in Luang
Phra Bang City During the Years 1975-2008.

3. To investigate the effect of Meaning to Buddha Images in Luang Phra
Bang City after become a World Heritage City.

The methods used in this study are that of qualitative research in the field:
interview, participant observation and document research.

The result is shown in three important eras;

First era before 1975, Lao stills over rule by monarchy. The Phra Bang is seen
as a symbol of the right to rule Laos, as only a pure and true government could hope
to hold on to the sacred image. King uses this as a method to control his people.

Second era the dynamic begin in 1975, Laos has been changed from
Monarchy to socialism . The Communist Regime destroyed the domination and tried
to rip off the monarchy out of country by moved Phra Bang to Vientiane.

Third era after 1986, apart from in Luang Phra Bang was renowned as World
Culture Heritage City , the Lao government began its “New Economic Mechanism” to
Stimulate the economy which has impact on Lao people in using the Buddha image
as a tool to reach Capitalist goals.



