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ABSTRACT

Two purposes of this study, Political Participation of Chiang Mai University Students
from 19 September 2549 Coup d’etat to B.E.2551, were (1) to examine political participation of
Chiang Mai university students from the 19 September 2549 coup d’etat to date of appointment of
the present prime minister (B.E. 2551), Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva, and (2) to investigate problems and

obstacles in political participation of the students.

This mixed quantitative and qualitative study employed a questionnaire to collect data
from 400 Chiang Mai university students. Data were also collected from interviewing 15
representatives of student leaders. SPSS was used for data processing. Findings showed that
Chiang Mai university students’ political participation was at moderate level. In other words, they
participated occasionally depending on opportunity, comfort, field of study, occupation of the
father, accumulated experience leadership, information channel, and qualifications of political
candidates who students considered. These factors were statistically significant correlated with

political participation of Chiang Mai university students.



Findings also revealed that Chiang Mai university students were interested in following
political situation in a moderate level which did not affect the demonstration of political
participation of the students. The reasons that students were interested in following political
situation in a moderate level were that they lacked of understanding of their role in political
participation, lacked of public consciousness, and their tiredness of political chaos. They also
lacked of support from educational institution, family, opportunity to express ideas, and social
acceptance since they were only considered as students. They also had other interesting factors
such as fashion, games, and other facilities. The researcher suggests that curriculum should
include more role and political contents to all students, guardians and faculties should support and
open opportunities for students to express their ideas or to involve in activities that encourage
political participation. They should also have public stage to express their political ideas,
especially to encourage political participation, social activities in order to stimulate students to
have consciousness of being a citizen, sacrifices, and public consciousness so that they would

view politics as an important issue and eventually play their role.



