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ABSTRACT

The goals of this study were 1) to study the history of Tai Khiin at Baan
Nantharam, Haiya Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Mai Province 2) to study the social
and cultural changing processes of Tai Khiin and 3) to study the impacts of the social and cultural
changing processes of Tai Khiin

The reason for conducting this study was that Tai Khiin has been an old ethnic
existing community until the present time. However, the community also has the city assimilation.
The methods used for this study were analyzing the documents, interviewing Tai Khiin who still
reside in Nantharam community and using participating observation.

The results of the study were that Nantharam community is a Tai Khiin, community
who immigrated from Ken Tung, Myanmar in 1807 according to the “gather all the natural
resources into the barn, gather people into the city” policy to enrich Chiang Mai in the reign of
King Kawila (1782 - 1815) and many generations have lived here since then.

Tai Khiin’s social and cultural aspects have changed according to time and
environment throughout the 200 years. The essential factors affecting these changes are 1) the

assimilation policy of Chiang Mai rulers who governed Tai Khiin community at the time when



Chiang Mai was governed by Siam 2) the policy from Siam’s government in making Chiang Mai
as part of Siam nation state which caused Tai Khiin to adapt themselves to be under such state and
the capitalist economy after the change of governing in 1932, the different policies from different
governments as well as the National Economic and Social Development Plans especially the ones
involving Chiang Mai province which gave emphasis on the province to be the main province in
developing economy and the center of tourism. The effects are that presently, Tai Khiin have
assimilated themselves in social and cultural aspects mainly with Chiang Mai people and people in
the central part. However, there is an attempt to preserve some of their cultural identities such as
the preservation of the community by establishing Nantharam temple as the center and the

promotion of lacquerware handicraft for the next generation to learn.



