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ABSTRACT

This study is designed to gain understanding of population movements in urban
Chiang Mai and its effect on urbanization problems during the period 1997-2008, which was a
period in which the people began to have a stronger role in local development and / or greater
ability to monitor the work of government agencies. The objective of this study is to examine
urbanization in Chiang Mai from a social, economic, and political perspective, as well as to study
problems that have arisen from this urbanization. An additional objective is to study the pattern
of population movements in metropolitan Chiang Mai and its effects on urbanization problems.
The study examines 5 population groups: the Collective Work Organization (POP), the Chiang
Mai Hang People’s Union, the Sunday Bicycle Club, Wat Kate residents, and the Suthep
community.

The study found that development intended to make Chiang Mai the regional center
had resulted in urbanization which can be divided into 3 types: Area Urbanization, Social
Urbanization, and the problems that urbanization can bring. Area Urbanization shows a clear
change in land usage, especially in the dense development of residential and commercial districts,
the spread of tall buildings throughout the city, disorganized construction of various types, and
the increasing cost of land in the downtown area. Social urbanization entails population growth
and increasing population density which arises from government policies at both the central and

local level. At the same time, urbanization can bring problems, such as imposing government



policies without sufficient public participation, environmental decay and loss of natural resources,
shortfalls in culture, and economic inequality.

In studying the movement of population groups it was found that all the sample
groups had the goal of working together to build a clear and compatible role for the public in
Chiang Mai development commensurate with public demand. This role must entail detailed, in-
depth knowledge of pertinent development programs, as well as a share in proposing
recommendations and the decision making process. For the most part, the sample groups work in
a flexible manner and carry out their work on a voluntary basis. They need only to encourage
people to solve problems that arise from development in Chiang Mai city, as well as forge a
shared awareness of urbanization among people that live in the area, to include the younger

generation.



