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ABSTRACT

The Objective of this independent study were to (1) to study the role of local leaders in
management of forest invasion problems of Tambon Maepang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai
Province, and (2) to analyze of problems and obstacles in the management of forest invasion
problems of local leaders in Tambon Maepang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province.

This study was conducted by in-depth interview 40 local leaders : Maepang Municipal
Council Members, Village Headmen and Chairman of Housewife Groups in the Tambon
Maepang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province, and the data analyzed by description. The
findings revealed that :

(1) Local leaders in Tambon Maepang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province have the
roles to manage the problems of forest invasion. The roles are as follows:
(1.1) They are coordinators between community/local people and government
organizations in order to conduct and organize the activities for forest management.
(1.2) They are communicators to advice and remind people in order to stop
forest invasion.
(1.3) They are protectors the collective interests, they protect and prohibit people

from forest invasion further.



(1.4) They are peacemakers when there are some conflicts between government
organizations and community/local people.
However, local leaders could not act according to the law because there are some

restrictions of political factors and the law

(2) Local leader in Tambon Maepang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province could not
manage the problems of forest invasion efficiency due to some restrictions of political factors,
because most of local people invaded the forest and the restriction of the law is; Cooperative and
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation have authority to manage the
forest.

Therefore, an efficiency management the problems of forest invasion in Tambon
Mae Pang, Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province is that the organization which involve to the
problems should support local people’s participation in forest management as well as support to

transfer the power to manage the forest to local administration.



