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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study the cause of Ping River trespassing in Chiang
Mai Municipality area, the responsibilities and the performance of government sectors in
preventing and solving Ping River trespassing, and the obstacles and challenges of the operation
to solve such problem. The study also offers suggestions to prevent and solve Ping River
trespassing. This study is a qualitative study. Data were collected from relevant researches and
laws, and structural in-depth interviews with government officers and people living on Ping
River bank.

The result of the study showed that the main sector which held the responsibility of
caring, preserving, preventing and solving Ping River trespassing in Chiang Mai Municipality
area was Chiang Mai Marine Office. Its responsibilities were appointed following The Navigation
in Thai Waters Act. Chiang Mai City and Chiang Mai Municipality participated in caring,
preserving as local administrators following Local Government Act. District Lands Office and
Provincial Lands Office surveyed land to issue certificate of ownership to private or government
sectors near Ping River bank or public place on Ping River bank, according to the Land Code.
Chiang Mai Police Station was a receiver of reported crime and was responsible for prosecuting
those responsible, as per the Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code. The 5 sectors operated
according to their authorities and responsibilities to prevent and solve Ping River trespassing.
Their operations were both preventive and remedial. From the study, the obstacles and challenges
of their performances included the ambiguity of the law about the river boundary and the
responsibility in taking care of the river. In addition, the procedure of the operation included a
number of processes and sectors. The law enforcement of the sectors and officers were also

problematic. The resources of the sectors including human resource, budget, and technology were



limited. Moreover, there was a problem of the cooperation between relevant government sectors
and interested people.

Regarding the situation of Ping River trespassing, the government officers and the people
agreed that the transgressors intended to possess the area that was not of their ownership. They
gradually expanded their area for the sake of their benefits. The most frequently found buildings
were restaurant, commercial building, hotel, and house.

Regarding the cause of Ping River trespassing, most of the government officers and the
people noted that the transgressors lacked sense of community and were greedy. They did not
respect the law and encroached on the area that they did not own. Another cause was that the
government officers did not strictly follow their authorities and responsibilities. Additionally, the
problem was caused from the lack of continuity in the operation, lack of publication about the
laws to the people, and the lack of clarity about the area in each sector’s responsibilities. The
transgressors claimed that they used the area out of their ownership because they were not aware
of the law. However, some government officers mentioned that only a small number of
transgressors violated the law because of their ignorance of the law and misunderstanding
between the land in their ownership and extended land.

For the prevention and solution of Ping River trespassing, the respondents suggested that
every relevant government sectors clearly define their authorities and responsibilities. The marine
control boundary should be set up. The cooperative principles of the relevant officers should also
be appointed. The main responsible sector should have public relations to promote the
understanding of the law and sense of community. Social measures should play a role in caring,
preserving, preventing, and solving Ping River trespassing. General people and those who lived
on the river bank should be united to stop the transgressors to make them feel shame about their
law violation. The people should report on Ping River trespassing or the law violation to the

government sectors.



