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ABSTRACT

This study investigated how the implementation processes (including development
and operation processes) of the philosophy of sufficiency economy created knowledge and
understanding as well as how it was integrated in the daily life of the people in the sufficiency-
economy-based villages. Another objective of the study was to study the factors affecting the
achievement of the implementation. This qualitative study employed interview and participatory
observation data collection methods from 3 groups of participants including officers, village
leaders (chairs and committees) and families from 3 model villages.

The study revealed that:

Mai Jai Tai Village, Moo 7, Vieng Sub-district, Fang District, Chiang Mai, was a
democratic society. Its discerning leader used participatory management. The village was divided
into 11 residences, about 20-25 households each. The residences implemented the philosophy of
sufficiency economy to support family development.

Mor Village, Moo 12, Ban Pai Sub-district, San Sai District, Chiang Mai, was a small
village governed by the village committee administration. Though the village was divided into 4
residences, the village relied strictly on system of relative and the Thai traditions. Mor Village
was managed by the sacrificing leader and committee. The retired civil servants also supervised
the management. Thus, there was the implementation of the philosophy of sufficiency economy,

by the committee, to support family development.



Sobwin Village, Moo 9, Mae Win Sub-district, Maewang District, Chiang Mai
Province, was a medium size village and governed by sacrificing leader and committee. Sobwin
Village was divided into 4 residences with 7 committee members for each residence. The village
had abundant natural resources and environment. Thus, the community forest was used as a
means to strengthen the community in many dimensions. Furthermore, the developed-family
model was chosen through the participation of the people in the community (not from the
leaders).

It can be concluded that the implementation of the philosophy of sufficiency economy
in sufficiency-economy-based model villages was achieved through the system of relatives and
the Thai traditions. In addition, the locals became aware of the concept of self-sufficient; the
empowerment of the community, community leaders, local organizations; and the power from
development parties, developed-families and the locals. These factors were the mechanics to

strengthen the community in terms of the utilization of the philosophy and the economy.



