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ABSTRACT

The study entitled political culture of medical personnel in provincial public health
office, Chiang Mai Province has objectives to study political culture of medical personnel at
Chiang Mai Province Public Health Office by collecting documents and in-depth interview with
23 medical personnel at Chiang Mai Province Public Health Office.

The study found that political culture of medical personnel at Chiang Mai Province
Public Health Office including physician, dentist, pharmacist, and public health technical officer
displayed political cultural in the form of subject-participant culture. The study found that
medical personnel at Chiang Mai Province Provincial Public Health office had knowledge and
understanding towards political system and demand for political rights by themselves.
Nonetheless, some of them kept quiet, were not interested in taking part in the politics, and did
not feel like they were important or had much influence in the political system. Though these
people had extensive knowledge and understand about the political system, they believed that the
state power was the legitimate power of the governor, which they, as citizens, had duty to obey
and follow. As for nurses, they had a parochial — subject political culture, where they were people
with knowledge and understanding towards politics but did not intend to participate political
activities in all processes and did not feel like they were important or had much influence towards
the political system. These medical personnel willingly accepted or surrender to the state power

by strictly obeying and following the laws.



Moreover, participation in other field of politics faced various obstacles such as time
restriction in attending political activities, especially in the positions of the permanent civil
servants which needed to act neutral in politics and had a main duty to exercise the government’s
policy to maximize efficiency and effectiveness. Thus, they always had to act appropriately with
good images.

From the research results, the research hereby suggested that there should be a course to
expand political knowledge for medical personnel at Chiang Mai Province Public Health Office
by organizing a training, seminar, or academic meeting, with related governmental units such as
Office of the Election Commission of Thailand, public and private education institutions or
private organizations to organize political activities. They should also invite or ask for
cooperation from medical personnel at Chiang Mai Province Public Health Office to join more
political activities, and should build good aspects and feelings to Chiang Mai Province Public
Health Office medical personnel that Thai politics were not a mundane or cause of dispute and
disruption in the society. On the opposite, politics were an issue that Thai people should take part
or participate to develop Thailand to have true democracy, where rights and livings of Thai

people get better.



