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ABSTRACT

The research study on “Community’s Participation in Solving the Smog Problem in
Tumbon Nongfag, Saraphi District, Chiang Mai Province” aimed to 1) study the community’s
participation in solving the smog/haze problem in Tumbon Nongfag, Saraphi District, Chiang
Mai Province. 2) study the way to create the community’s participation in solving the smog
problem in Tumbon Nongfag, Saraphi District, Chiang Mai Province. 3) analyze the factors
affecting the community participation in solving the smog problem in Tumbon Nongfag, Saraphi
District, Chiang Mai Province. This study was based on a qualitative research with relation to the
main data contributors were 27 community leaders and 18 community representatives through the
collecting data tools: A Semi-interview form/questionnaire which contained its structure and non-
participatory observation and related literatures. The gained data would be summarized and
discussed in accordance with the purpose of study and presented in descriptive form. The results
found that;

1. The community’s participation in solving the smog problem in Tumbon Nongfag,
Saraphi District, Chiang Mai Province, started from the community leaders as main core to
consider the optimal method on solving the smog problem in the community by bringing the
pieces of plant branches and leaves to be fermented as compost. Afterwards, the community
meeting was made to bring the solution presenting to the public as for letting them decide how to

carry out such solution for it problems. If all parties have agreed upon the presented method, they



would jointly conduct through cooperating in group for making the compost in each community.
This would help the community get the benefit altogether both directly and indirectly. Directly, It
was direct monetary returns and material (compost). Indirectly, it resulted for better environment
and health for the people in the community. As part of the follow-up and evaluation of the
solution activities, it would be mostly the duty of the group leaders for carrying out and
presenting the advantage and disadvantage of the activities and sharing to find the new way for
further solution.

2. The way to create the community participation for solving the haze problem consisted
of four parts: 1) Public relation. It showed that the public relation on the haze problem in area of
Nongfag sub-district has been made every morning because it was considered that it was an easy
media and could be distributed to people in the community thoroughly. 2) Doing as modeling /
prototype. In some areas of Nongfag sub-district, the local people were seldom interested in
attention of such solution due to they thought that was so difficult and tired. However, after they
have seen the good prototype of the group community leaders and some group of people in the
community have begun to minimize the burning, separation of certain garbage and composting,
they found that it resulted the benefit both themselves and the community. This let them be
amenable to the idea and followed the idea, lastly. 3) Creation of consciousness. Responding
some groups of community leaders and people in sub-district of Nongfag jointly solved the
problems in the community as well as interference on the impact of the haze problem that affected
to themselves and the community in total through the line voice. This helped everyone in the
community recognize and get focusing on the issue of smog/haze problem. Also, the creation of
consciousness for children in the community through pointing out the effects of smog/haze that
would causes harm to them and community. In addition, having more activities would encourage
them to participate with. 4) Creation of incentives. The main point to motivate the people in the
community to join solving the smog problem was the concrete benefit which was the compost or
the amount of money returned to them whether it was cost reduction, increasing of income of the
household or agricultural parts or not. Also, this form of incentive let many people in the
community be wanted to involve in solving the problems that can be tangible and visible the
successive result of the action within a short time. However, the abstract incentives whether it

was the better health or environment that could not expose in sense and it needed more time to



improve. It was then very difficult to let them understand in a short period of time. However, both
incentives were the drive force for letting everyone in the community participate in solving the
problem in respect of no less than anyone.

3. The factors affecting the community participation to solve the haze problem in sub-
district of Nongfag, Saraphi district, Chiang Mai included: 1) Belief and faith in the community
leaders. This was due to the people in the community of Nongfag are based on the conventional
belief of the community leaders even though the economic and social would be changed. When
the community leaders were asking for cooperation from their people, they would accept and get
listening, but they would cooperate or not, it depended on the ease of the time they provided but
being well cooperated. 2) Recognition of good relations in the community. The sub-district of
Nongfag was known as a harmonious community with loving and helping to each other resulted
from its community engagement as relatives. Everyone in the community knew them all, when
having any activities and projects, It would get well cooperated. 3) Being persuaded by close
person. Responding the community of Nongfag as well-known as such above relatives, when any
problems occurring in the community or whatever they would inform and ask to come together to
find solution. In the early stage of activity on solving the haze problem in the community, there
would be someone paying attention and some would wait and see, and some did not join
anymore. When they were firstly asked for participation, they might not be argued or denied or
did not follow immediately due to they had close personal relationship, and when they found that
the person who asked them started to do the activity for solving the problem and they did it well,
they would follow thereafter., and they would do it if such persuasion was often made.
4) Realizing the existing problem. Due to the condition of existing problem was publicity
campaigned concerning the causes of the problem, impact and the way to solve it. This would let
the people in the community be aware of such problems that could affect both directly and
indirectly to them and the public. This would help to realize that this was the problem that
everyone in the community must come together to find the solution. This would let everyone get
involved in community participation whether as attendees, sharing common activities for solving
the problems within their own communities as possible. However, it was found that the
persuasion from close relatives not only just with verbal words, but also doing the real things was

considered as the persuasion for participating in solving the problem in the community as one
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action and let them follow much more than only verbal words of persuasion and not act at hand.
5) Support of state agencies and provision of external organization aid. Whereas getting support
from state agencies and private sector in matters of budget, equipment, or even the know-how of
solution. The problem was another factor that encouraged the people in the community

participation to tackle the haze problem as well.





