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ABSTRACT

The study on “Impact of Thai-Cambodian Conflict in B.E. 2554 on Border Communities
Economy: A Case Study of Chong Chom Checkpoint, Kap Choeng District, Surin Province” has
2 main objectives, which are 1) to study the impact of Thai-Cambodian conflict that affected
border economy and traders at Chong Chom Checkpoint, Kap Choeng District, Surin Province.
2) to explore the impact of conflict’s solution on economy at Chong Chom Checkpoint, Kap
Choeng District, Surin Province. The study used the qualitative research to gather data and
information by conducting in-depth interview with the traders from large and small enterprises,
the traders in tourism business and local government officers.

The study found that the cause of the Thai-Cambodian conflict was the battle along
the border between Thai and Cambodian soldiers near Chong Chom area, leading to close entry of
the checkpoint and interrupt the business in the market at border area. There were high impacts
affecting the tourism business, mass transportation and small enterprises because they lacked
income from both Thai and Cambodian tourists who were worried about safety during the battle
period. There were low impacts among traders and agencies in big enterprises, such as petroleum
trading company and cement company. The Security Operations Command prohibited export of

the materials which might be the war supplies for Cambodian soldiers, but it was a short term



measure and the companies had the channel to export the goods to trade partner at another
checkpoint, such as Myanmar, Lao, Malaysia, etc. However, the trade between Thailand and
Cambodia continued in positive direction, although there was conflict. But in long term situation,
Thai goods would be replaced by the goods from China and Vietnam if the conflict still
continued.

For the impact of conflict’s solution, it was found that the government officers, the local
government officers and the traders in border market area could not solve the problems which
caused the conflict because all the measures were up to the government policy (of Prime Minister
Abhisit Vejjajiva) and the Security Operations Command. For the measures to support economy
for the traders, the government officers and local officers provided interim places for the traders
in market fair at Muang District (Surin Province) and gave information to people.

However, the traders have trusted in the foreign policy under the new government led by
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, i.e., if there was a conflict in the future, it would be solved
by negotiation. So the government should conduct the policy in positive way to the neighboring
country because border market is an area which is controlled by political factors and the
relationship of leaders. The methods for resolving conflict are negotiation in order to solve the

problems together and avoid using military forces which leads to the detriment for both sides.



